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If you've never served, don’t be too quick to judge
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Marc Hansex

I'm not sure what to call

plain Ken?

Quinn earlier was & mem-
ber of Henry Ki i
Security Coundil staff. He
was head of several POW.
MIA commissions  That's
how he met Bob Kerrey.

On Joan from the Siae
Department, he was also a big
player in Bob Ray's refugee
resetilement program.

Bronx-born, Dubugue-
roised, Loras College-

‘own the queen mather of

Iy check
1 not to

I&smllmlogdm
take on the Kerrey contro-

Department. e figured
when he became a ﬂﬁ:ﬂ
he'd be sipping wine af soi-
rees in Paris.

But mo Good moming.
Vietnam The fuany part is,

attack
Quinn s proud of the fact

0o civilians were killed in his
district on his warch. An
admirer of Kerrey — I think
the world of him”™ — he is
saddened by the news thist so
many died on the night of
Feb 25, 1968,
ried

Quinn socompanied troops
v on more than 250 hours of

helicopter and ground com-
hat operations He knows
firsthand what maost of us can

fet that nighu
Quinn saw that fear. He leh
it humself. especially on huis
first tour. Until you'd been
there a while, until you could
recognize the enemy wilhout
a scorevard, it was natural o
sec @ sniper around every
corner
“Your apprehenson level
was very high when you
there,” he says. “You ]
know the environment. You
didnt  know who was

potentially dangerous and
who was not. The training

intentional. That's what @
sounded like Bob Kerrey was

you had recefved

dangers so that you'd he
careful. As you gol more
experienced, youwere able to
discern the differences

“Uf you were put info areas
you didnt know, that, too,
would incTease your appre
hension. If you were behind
enemy lines, al night, as
Kerrey was, vou felt the
danger could be anywhere
and everywhere”

But dd Kerrey order the
murder of Vietnamese civil
lan women and children? Did
he round them up and have
them killed”

He and several members of
his unil say no Another
member of his squad says

ves

“When the shonting started
in Vietnam® Quinn says,
“and particularly if larger
wiapons were used, crvilians
could he inadvertently killed,
which was terrible, but not

saying hapy

“The other guy tokd the
story of people standing
there, and an order given lo
shoot and kill them. ™o one |
know would think you could
ever do something fike that in
Vietnam *

Who speaks the truth?
Who knows. Maybe not even
Kerrey or his accuser. Mem-
ortes fade like old videotape
in X2 years

“When there is shooling
gomng on and bife is al stake,”
Quinn  says, “the self-
preservation instincts (ake
over. It's not too difficull to
imagine how  unintended

atted, if you werent there
that night, you'd best mol
jadge.
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