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Speaker: Farming b S

Tumultuous regions
see stability when
more food is grown

By JOHN EVERLY
TH staff writer

Kenneth Quinn has seen first
hand the miracles that agricul-
ture can work in troubled areas
of the world.

More than 30 years ago, Quinn,
the former ambassador to Cam-

bodia, who is now president of’

the World Food Prize Foundation,
was working for the State De-
partment when the Green Revo-

lution and its promise of more
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and better food brought peace
and stability to regions wracked
with turmoil.

Quinn keynoted this month’s
Dubuque Area Committee on
Foreign  Relations  dinner
Thursday.

His first diplomatic assignment
took him to the Vietnamese
countryside during the war. He
was charged with winning the
hearts and minds of the people
through economic development.
That is where he learned the im-
portance of building roads and
of agricultural technology.

Quinn's workplace was a dan-
gerous one. Viet Cong insurgents
posed a constant threat. Despite

peace

U.S. bombing
and search-and-

the guerrillas
persisted.

“And then we

§ started buildinga
Bl road through the
villages,” he said.
The road was the
Kenneth Quinn  fj st connection
these villages had to the outside
world, and it brought an imme-
diate transformation.

“It was kind of stunning”
Quinn said.

The road brought newly devel-
oped rice seeds that tripled
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production. Farmers now had
crop surpluses 1o sell, pro-
viding their families with in-
comes to buy better housing
and clothing. The road brought
trucks from Saigon to transport
the farmers’ produce. The road
brought newspapers and
people.

“Almost by magic, it seemed
that security improved. And
the underlying causes that
would compel people or influ-
ence them to join the Viet
Cong evaporated,” Quinn said.
Quinn successfully defeated
Khmer Rouge terrorism in
Cambodia with the same for-
mula of new roads to deliver
agricultural technology to dis-
advantaged areas.

“It is probably the only time
in our country's history we
successfully, totally wiped out a
terrorist organization,” he said.

Since then, however, Ameri-
ca's image in the world has tar-
nished despite its

humanitarian work.

Quinn said the United States
is often seen as a global “bully”
‘that uses its might to enforce its
will. The bully image sometimes
overshadows the American
goodwill that was sown through
humanitarian aid, he said.

“It is not the way we think
we should be seen or the way
that we deserve to be seen in
too, too many places,” he said.

Quinn traces the origins of
this image to the end of the
Cold War, when foreign policy
objectives changed from de-
feating the Soviet Union to
serving special interests at
home.

“What then became impor-
tant was not what is the impact
of what we do in a foreign
country. It's what is the impact
of what we do in our own
country on voters,” he said.

U.S. foreign policy took on a
confrontational stance with
other countries.

“It played well back home,

o e,

hani. L YRS A A b

© e e el

any countries view U.S.

but'it didn’t play well in those
countries at all,” he said.

As a result, populations in
some countries turned against
the United States, he said.

Returning to a program of
“road building” could diffuse
some of the terrorism targeting
U.S. interests, Quinn said.

“In the long run, to win the
war, 1 believe this is a crucial
weapon,” he said.

On the home front, Quinn
and the World Food Prize are
working to create awareness
about hunger and food secu-
rity.

This year the World Food
Prize wiil host the first Hoover-
Wallace Dinner to honor lowa
sons Herbert Hoover and
Henry Wallace and to celebrate
what Quinn calls Iowa's “hu-
manitarian character.”

“When people are suffering,
people put aside political,
ethnic or religious differences
to come together as lowans to
alleviate human suffering and
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/ Parish support in all re-
spects, including financial, will
be a critical component. In-
creased stewardship and
tithing by all members of the
Catholic community will be
necessary. N

Despite the board’s move to
reconsider all options, the
need to streamline the system
financially remains, Sullivan
2 '\d tl > i

“We still have serious budget
considerations, which has
been the issue all along,” he
said. “We still are looking at
some sort of restructuring, and
[ think we still see the need to
consolidate some sites and
early childhood programs.”

Holy Family officials said
while the board doesn’t want
to rush its decision, members
understand that parents who

- soon will register their children
fQrLnexlyeafuNant, Lo know,.cusse

what the future holds.

“The board has tried to listen
and be responsive — we will
sec where that leads over the
next period of time,” said Holy
Family Chief Executive Officer
Don Miller. “We're trying to an-
alyze everything very carefully.”

Sullivan added that while the
board has no specifics put to-
gether at this point, it is likely
the restructuring will be dis-
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save peoples’ lives,” he said.

The World Food Prize is an
international award recog-
nizing the achievements of in-
dividuals who have advanced
human development through
improving the quality, quan-
tity or availability of food.

Quinn assumed the leader-

-
Instant Savings!
On One of the Following Accessories
» Blower or
« Hand-Held Remote Gontrol or
« Gold Door Upgrade or

éy as bullying

ship of the World Food Prize
Foundation on Jan. 1, 2000, fol-
lowing his retirement from the
State Department.

Quinn grew up in Dubuque
and graduated from Loras Col-
lege. His diplomatic career
with the American Foreign Ser-
vice spanned almost 32 years.
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