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Chairman of the World Food Prize Foundation, former US Under Secretary of State

Kenneth Quinn. Data map
Text / Li Li

After 32 years of State Department diplomatic career, Kenneth Quinn finally
returned to his hometown of lowa. In his own words, this time it was a politician
dressed in a peasant coat. The name of the chairman of the World Food Prize

Foundation is printed on the name card that Kenneth handed me.

I met him in Sanya City, Hainan Province, which has a sea breezes at 26 degrees
Celsius. Obviously, people do not know the story of life hidden in Kenneth's grey
hair. In the morning of the Financial International Forum, a beautiful Chinese girl
born in 1986 and Kenneth took the initiative to talk. The former in wealth
management in Hong Kong is estimated to want Kenneth to be her client. "I used
to go to college in New York. The food issue is indeed very important,” said a

Chinese girl with a fluent American accent.

In front of me, Kenneth did not disguise the "special connection” between him
and some people. He did have the capital to say so. It was in Vietnam in 1968. The
fledgling Kenneth came to Sa Péc, a small town 145 kilometers away from Saigon
(now called Ho Chi Minh City). Together with him there was a young soldier named

Kerry. Yes, that is today. The United States Secretary of State.

"I didn't have much of an intersection with him at that time. I might have eaten
dinner and I know there weren't many Americans in that town," said the U.S.
Secretary of State at the World Food Awards ceremony. The past in the mouth of

Nice is like a wind in the South China Sea. It is warm and rich.

Unlike Kerry, who did not know each other, Kenneth valued his two handshakes
with Xi and his father Xi. In 1979, Kenneth, who was accompanying the Governor of

Iowa to visit China, met with Deng Xiaoping in Beijing. The following year, Xi
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Zhongxun visited the United States for the only time in his life. Kenneth took the

position of governor of Guangdong Province when he met at Des Moines Airport.

This is Kenneth's first trip to Hainan. The young reporter of the local TV station
needs him to leave the country during the chat with him. The question is what is the
advantage of Hainan's agricultural superiority. Complimenting the master can
hardly fail the professional diplomat Kenneth. After smoothly acting as an "actor,”
Kenneth turned his head back and began to talk about his fate with Xi and his son
30 years ago.

The reform and opening up was about to take place in China in 1979. Kenneth,
who had arrived in China with a US military aircraft, had a brief farewell to other
members of the delegation in Beijing and began his personal journey to China. The
first stop was Shanghai. Through the window of the Peace Hotel, Kenneth clearly
saw the young couple on the outside. "At that time, there was a wall. Many couples

secretly whispered, and they hushed a pair."

From Shanghai and Guangdong, which were not very lively at that time,
Kenneth was faintly aware of the atmosphere of reform and opening up. In the
hotel where he stayed, the cafe and the girl in the miniskirt were everything. What
surprised him most was that at that time, there was also a department store in the
modern sense in Guangzhou. "When I look back at these past events, [ understand
the significance of Xi Zhongxun's modernization in Guangdong and even in China

as a whole."

[ was interested in listening to Kenneth's experience of flying from Guilin to
Guilin. He did not know who to buy the ticket. After arriving at the airport, a ground
staff member helped and handed him a boarding pass. The neighbor on the plane
was a female doctor who spoke in English and Kenneth in a low voice and
complained that he was reluctant to be transferred to work in the suburbs by the
organization personnel department. At the airport in Guilin, all the people in the
plane were picked up by a bus, leaving Kenneth alone. "Where did you come from?
Come up." In this way, Kenneth stumbled onto the bus and went to the state The

inn and the limpid boat tour of the Lijiang River, a fairyland.
b;\
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When Kenneth met Xi Zhongxun, who laid the foundation for reform and
opening up in Guangdong, it was 1980. Before that, he ended his term of office in
Vietnam and served as a special assistant to the National Security Council and

Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia and Pacific Affairs, Holbrooke.

Xi Zhongxun headed a delegation of the Chinese Communist Party including
Song Ping to investigate New York, Washington, Iowa, Colorado, California and
Hawaii. Kenneth clearly remembers the way from the airport to the city. Xi
Zhongxun, dressed in a tunic, said that Des Moines, the capital of Iowa, is a very
clean place. "The word used for the translation was Clean. At the time, I was the first

time I heard DeSme with cleanliness."

Twenty-two years later, on the 16th of February, Kenneth shook hands with Xi
Jinping at the World Food Prize Foundation Building. Xi Jinping, the then vice
president of China, was the son of Xi Zhongxun. Like Xi Zhongxun, Xi Jinping has a
deep interest in agriculture. Kenneth still remembers what Xi Jinping said in the
foundation building. According to the original report of the Chinese state media, “I
once worked in a province in western China as a peasant for seven years, and as a
village chief, and later in Hebei, Fujian, Zhejiang, and Shanghai, or in charge of
agricultural work. Or lead the overall work and also focus on leading agricultural

work, so there is a deep feeling for agriculture, rural areas and farmers."

Seeing the son of Xi Zhongxun, Kenneth naturally thinks of what he saw and
heard in Guangdong in 1979. He holds Xi Jinping's hand and says that he is
probably the only person here who has ever shaken hands with Xi and his son. In his
opinion, both Xi and his father are enthusiastic about China's agricultural

undertakings.

Kenneth was going to attend a dinner, but he did not end my intention to talk
to him. Because he has not shared the story of his ambassador to Cambeodia. I did
not offend him, but my international journalist Brinkley' s book “Cambodia: The
Cursed Country” wrote that Kenneth was very “wise” chose to stand with Hun

Sen and later discovered Hun Sen’ s Words and deeds are not consistent.
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[ gave this message to Kenneth intact and he immediately "defended” himself.
Kenneth, who left office in 1999, did not want to talk about the thrilling time. In
1998, in the general election held in Cambodia, Hun Sen’ s People’ s Party became
the largest party in Cambodia. Prior to that, due to his long-term discord with the
son of Sihanouk Ranariddh, Hun Sen launched a coup d’ état, Cui Kui' s Rana. The

fierce headquarters of the Fengbin Bak Branch, Ranariddh went into exile overseas.

Kenneth said that he did seek mediation with Hun Sen. The last word the two
people met was, "I wish your own choice will bring you good luck.” It was later
proved that Hun Sen and the BNP team fully cooperated. The choice did bring him
good luck. The 15-year-old boy who joined the Khmer Rouge is still the Prime
Minister of Cambodia today.
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Hun Sen managed to win the ticket. Kenneth had to leave Phnom Penh, where
the fierce gun battle was on the streets. In the early hours of November 24, 1999,
armed members who claimed to be “Cambodian Freedom Fighters” and “Khmer
Rouge Movement” infiltrated into Phnom Penh. They launched an armed attack on
the Ministry of Defense, the Council of Ministers Building, and the Airport
Command headquarters when Kenneth and his At the ambassador’ s residence,
Madame' s wife, the artillery shattered the glass and the two men kneeled on the

floor to protect the child. "I think it is death to die.”

At that time, the U.S. embassy in Cambodia did not have any armed police
protection. Kenneth’ s request to the State Department to strengthen the
protection and relocate the site several times came to an end. In the end he gave a
letter of petition to the then secretary of state, Albright, and said that he would
refuse to implement instructions from the State Department. Later, the U.S.
embassy in Cambodia was relocated, and Kenneth had already embarked on a new

journey.

If Kenneth's first half of life is watchful as life goes through the war, being the
World Food Prize Foundation allows him to save lives that are struggling with
hunger. This award is the world" s highest honor in the field of agriculture and was
founded by Dr. Bolog, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. The purpose is to reward
those individuals who "have made outstanding contributions to the provision of
nutritious and sufficient food for humanity” . Yuan Longping, the "father of hybrid

rice” in China, received this award ten years ago.

Kenneth’ s diplomatic career in Vietnam and Cambodia helped him re-
understand the problems of agriculture in developing countries. 1 did not plan to
discuss with him the profound agricultural issues. He just continued to repeat the
road to rural areas how important it is for farmers. "Roads to rural areas can
increase farmers’ confidence, and single cropping can also turn into a variety of
plantations. Crops, especially in the Sahara region of southern Africa, the Chinese

should do more than one road to rural areas.”
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This is what Chinese people often say: "If you want to be rich, build your road
first." The World Food Prize brought Kenneth more than the U.S. ambassador’ s
ability. It was in the United States last year that he received a letter from Iran. "They
invited me to Tehran. The United States and Iran have no diplomatic relations, let

alone ambassadors who can go to Iran.”

Kenneth with his wife successfully entered the country in Tehran and walked
into the huge venue. His heart beat. Aside from the religious leaders, the following
is a black pressured audience. Kenneth realizes that agriculture has no national
borders, just as the Israel Prize winner of the World Food Prize was chosen by two

Islamic judges.

Not long ago, I and he were enveloped in a violet sunset. He had to leave, and |
agreed with him that Iowa will see him next year. At the southernmost tip of the
Chinese mainland, he suddenly remembered the last moment of his diplomatic

career at the turn of the last century.

"The State Council has called all the ambassadors to Asian countries to a
meeting. Everyone will discuss together which country will become the most

important force in this region in the future.”

"Only me and a handful of people spoke about China.” A smattering of kapok

looms, what Kenneth left me with this sentence and his backsliding in the darkness.

(The writer is focused on global diplomacy Business Report of Ta Kung Pao

reporter contact the author:. Liamlee@live.hk)
B,
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Abstract : I met him in Sanya City, Hainan Province, where the sea breeze had a temperature of 26
degrees Celsius. Obviously, people did not know the story of life hidden in Kenneth's grey hair. The
reform and opening up was about to take place in China in 1979. Kenneth, who had arrived in China on
a US military plane, had a brief farewell to other members of the delegation in Beijing and began his

personal journey to China. ...

Seeing the son of Xi Zhongxun, Kenneth naturally thinks of what he saw and heard in
Guangdong in 1979. He holds Xi Jinping's hand and says that he is probably the only
person here who has ever shaken hands with Xi and his son. In his opinion, both Xi and
his father are enthusiastic about China's agricultural undertakings.

Kenneth was going to attend a dinner, but he did not end my intention to talk to him.
Because he has not shared the story of his ambassador to Cambodia. I did not offend
him, but my international journalist Brinkley’s book “Cambodia: The Cursed Country”
wrote that Kenneth was very “wise” chose to stand with Hun Sen and later discovered
Hun Sen’s Words and deeds are not consistent,

I gave this message to Kenneth intact and he immediately "defended" himself.
Kenneth, who left office in 1999, did not want to talk about the thrilling time. In 1998, in
the general election held in Cambodia, Hun Sen’s People’s Party became the largest party
in Cambodia. Prior to that, due to his long-term discord with the son of Sihanouk
Ranariddh, Hun Sen launched a coup d’état, Cui Kui's Rana. The fierce headquarters of
the Fengbin Bak Branch, Ranariddh went into exile overseas.

Kenneth said that he did seek mediation with Hun Sen. The last word the two people
met was, “I wish your own choice will bring you good luck.” It was later proved that Hun
Sen and the BNP team fully cooperated. The choice did bring him good luck. The 15-year-
old boy who joined the Khmer Rouge is still the Prime Minister of Cambodia today.

Hun Sen managed to win the ticket. Kenneth had to leave Phnom Penh, where the
fierce gun battle was on the streets. In the early hours of November 24, 1999, armed
members who claimed to be "Cambodian Freedom Fighters” and "Khmer Rouge
Movement” infiltrated into Phnom Penh. They launched an armed attack on the Ministry of
Defense, the Council of Ministers Building, and the Airport Command headquarters when
Kenneth and his At the ambassador’s residence, Madame’s wife, the artillery shattered
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the glass and the two men kneeled on the floor to protect the child. “I think it is death to
die.”

At that time, the U.S. embassy in Cambodia did not have any armed palice protection.

Kenneth'’s request to the State Department to strengthen the protection and relocate the
site several times came to an end. In the end he gave a letter of petition to the then
secretary of state, Albright, and said that he would refuse to implement instructions from
the State Department. Later, the U.S. embassy in Cambodia was relocated, and Kenneth
had already embarked on a new journey.
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