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Gov. Branstad announces artist selected to create Borlaug statue
for U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.

DES MOINES — Governor Terry Branstad today announced that a committee he appointed has selected Benjamin
Victor of South Dakota to create a statue of Dr. Norman E. Borlaug for the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington,
D.C.

The Dr. Norman E. Borlaug Statue Committee selected Victor after conducting a world-wide artist search that
reflected the global impact of Borlaug’s life and career. The statue is expected to be completed and installed in the
U.S. Capitol on March 25, 2014, the 100th anniversary of Borlaug’s birth.

“This is an important step in the historic process to place a statue of one of lowa’s greatest heroes in America’s
most hallowed building in our nation’s capital,” Gov. Branstad said during a press conference in Des Moines.

“Dr. Borlaug is the farm boy from lowa who changed the world and saved a billion lives through his development
of miracle wheat. His achievements earned him recognition as Father of the Green Revolution and the distinction of
receiving the Nobel Peace Prize and the Congressional Gold Medal, America’s highest civilian honor.”

Ambassador Kenneth M. Quinn, chair of the Borlaug Statue Committee, said Victor was selected following a year-
long search that began with 65 artists who applied for the commission. Quinn and six other committee members
reviewed materials submitted by each artist before making the selection.

“This was a difficult choice given the high qualifications and equally high quality of work exhibited by all of these
artists,” Quinn said. “However, Benjamin Victor’s design for the statue and his extraordinary exuberance and
enthusiasm captivated the committee and led to his selection.”

The Borlaug Statue Committee was created in March 2011 when the lowa legislature unanimously approved and
Branstad signed a resolution that directed a statue of Borlaug be created and placed in the U.S. Capitol Building,
where each state is represented by statues of two notable citizens. The Borlaug statue will replace one of Sen. James
Harlan. The other statue representing lowa is of Gov. Samuel Kirkwood.

In addition to making the artist selection, the Borlaug Statue Committee is charged with raising funds for the
creation of the statue, its installation into the U.S. Capitol, and the costs associated with returning the Harlan statue
to lowa.

Quinn said individuals who want to be part of this historic project may send contribution to the following address:

The Dr. Norman E. Borlaug Statue Project
c/o lowa Department of Cultural Affairs
600 E. Locust Street

Des Moines, |1A 50319

Branstad concluded the press conference by expressing his appreciation to Victor for his willingness to undertake
this artistic endeavor, and to Ambassador Quinn and the other members of the Borlaug Statue Committee for their
dedication and commitment. Members of the committee include: Patty Cownie of Des Moines, Jerry Crawford

of Des Moines, Teri Goodmann of Dubuque, Dyan Smith of Cedar Rapids, Joanne Stockdale of Spirit Lake and

John “Jack” Thomson of Cresco.
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