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'He changed history.
He changed the world’

Public can watch as sculptor
finishes statue of Borlaug

By Michael Morain

mmorain@dmreg.com

The statue of

Norman Borlaug is

based on a 1960s enjamin Victor is making history
photo of him, — with his bare hands.

deep in thought — The South Dakota sculptor will
and wheat—ina be at the State Historical Museum
field in Mexico. of Towa for the next two weeks,
SPECIAL TO THE finishing up a statue of Norman Borlaug

South Dakota
sculptor Benjamin

REGISTER for the U.S. Capitol. It will be dedicated b
next year on March 25, the 100th anniver- :
<8 : sary of Borlaug’s birth. ~ SEE THE
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\ the Civil War-era Gov. Samuel Kirkwood,to = WORK
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Hall. . Benjamin Victor will
“It’s a little scary and humbling because = Work on the Norman
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co native, whose crop research made the ~ ing today at the
entire planet more productive. “There’s ~~ State Historical
yoi 4 nothing wrong with putting other indi- ~ Museum of lowa.
} : viduals on a pedestal — athletes, poli- Visitors can stop in
\ ticians — but he’s on a whole 'nother - andsee him 10 a.m.-
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' He changed history. He changedthe ~ through Saturday
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at his side, and appointed a com-
mittee to select a sculptor.
Victor lived up to his name,
beating out 64 other applicants.
He'd already racked up a long list
of sculpture credits, including the
statue of America’s first female attorney,
Belle Babb Mansfield, at her alma mater,
Iowa Wesleyan College in Mount Pleasant.
He also sculpted an earlier addition to
Statuary Hall, a 6-foot-4-inch bronze
of the Native American activist
Sarah Winnemucca for the state

See STATUE, Page 3E

ONLINE
Watch a video of sculptor Benjamin Victor

setting up inside the museum at DesMoinesRegister
.com/Life.

Sculptor Benjamin Victor created more than a dozen clay heads to get
Norman Borlaug’s expression just right. PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE REGISTER
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of Nevada. He was just
26 at the time, the young-
est artist ever to contrib-
ute to the hallowed hall.

“] smiled so much my
face was sore,” he re-
called of the dedication
ceremony.

But it wasn’t Victor's
previous work that won
him the job. After he
heard about the project,
he absorbed everything
he could about Borlaug
from books, articles,
even videos of speeches.
He wanted to “get into
his shoes, to really feel
who he was,” the sculp-
tor said.

He’d done so much
research for his commit-
tee interview that he was
worried he might “scare
'em off.”

“I told them as I was

walking out that I’'m just
so grateful for this —
win or lose — because I
got to study (Borlaug’s)
life in depth. It’s made
me more passionate
about what I do,” he said.
One of the factors in
Victor’s favor was his
“infectious enthusiasm,”

deen, S.D., and then to a
foundry to be cast in
bronze.

The current design
evolved gradually, like
strains of the subject’s
high-yield wheat. Victor
made more than 14 for-
mal drawings and five
smaller models, known

said World Food Prize as maquettes, out of clay
President Kenneth and marble. He sculpted
Quinn, who led the com-  Borlaug’s head more
mittee that ultimately than nine times to get the
accepted the sculptor’s focused expression just
$110,000 bid. “He talked  right.
about his willingness to “I thought he was
come and do exactly scowling,” Borlaug’s
what he’s going to do” daughter, Jeanie Laub of
at the State Historical Dallas, said of one of the
Museum. early drawings. “My

For the next two brother said it looked
weeks, visitors can chat like he was contemplat-
with Victor while he ing something, but to me
carves the final details it looked like Daddy was

into the 7-foot clay mod-
el. At the end of the

frowning. And my dad
never frowned.”

month, he’ll haul it — So Victor tweaked the
very carefully —back to  design, working from a
his studio at Northern photo that surfaced when

State University in Aber-

Celebrate Borlaug'’s birthday

Stop by the World Food Prize Hall of Laureates for birthday
cake, and a short talk from sculptor Benjamin Victor, from 11
a.m. to noon March 25, the 99th anniversary of Norman Bor-
laug’s birth. WHO radio’s “Van and Bonnie in the Morning”
will air live from the building, starting at 5 a.m., and the Food
Bank of lowa will collect donations. Visitors can tour the Hall

from 5 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Hall will open for extended hours on Saturday, 9 a.m.-4
p.m., with kids" activities all day and screenings of a docu-
mentary about Borlaug’s life at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. The Hall will
also open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday, March 26. Free admis-

sion. www.worldfoodprize.org

Borlaug won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1970. He is
standing in a field of

Scillptor Benjami'n Victr odeled his clay
statue of Norman Borlaug off of dozens of
photos. Behind Borlaug in the sculpture are

waving stalks of wheat.

wheat, notebook in hand, = wind blowing through
hat perched high on his the wheat. You've got the
head. feel of motion, but he’s

One of the earlier standing solid, concen-
designs showed Borlaug  trating on that note-
walking. book.”

“T liked the idea of Victor scrapped an
motion, but he seemed to  earlier plan to use mar-
use more mental energy  ble in favor of bronze,
instead,” the artist said. which would more easily
So the subject now accommodate the skinny
stands still, surrounded stalks of grain. Later the
by “all these beautiful design had to be ap-
diagonals. That’s the proved by the architect
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of the Capitol, who over-
sees the complex, to
make sure the statue
would be sturdy enough
to withstand the occa-
sional handsy tourist.

It’s a lot to consider, a
lot of fuss that Borlaug
surely would have dis-
missed.

“T almost think he’d be
embarrassed,” his
daughter said. “He
wasn’t showy. He was

Victor shaped the 7-foot-tall clay model of
Borlaug around this metal skeleton for
structural support. The final product will
be cast in bronze. PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE

just a really humble
person.”

But she’s a proud
daughter nonetheless.
She and the extended
family plan to attend the
dedication ceremony
next year.

“We're just so grateful
to the people of Iowa,”
she said. “How many
people can say their dad
or granddad is in the
Capitol rotunda?”

AUTISM

Continued from Page 1E

wasn'’t for a real purpose
for humanity,” Spitz said.
“No one in music has
done anything on a per-
manent level (for au-
tism) who lives with
what we live with every
day. And not just the
one-off concert, which is
wonderful, too. But in
other areas in the arts,
there are many people
doing incredible things
to bring global aware-
ness towards autism, and
that’s all Red Lamb is.
“We're just trying to
bring awareness in an
extremely truthful way.”
The song “Puzzle
Box,” off Red Lamb’s
self-titled debut album,
was co-written by long-
time friend Dave Mus-
taine, of Megadeth, and
delves into the day-to-
day struggles of autism.

The accompanying video
is plastered with compel-
ling images of Spitz’s
home life.

“Dave and I wrote the

lifestyle. They drive a
Prius and own a modest
home. Spitz has previ-
ously stated that he and
Candi feel like prisoners

downs, too.” Unfortunate-
ly, with our children, the
meltdowns get so severe,
they try to self-injure
themselves and people

lyrics as a team,” Spitz in their own home be- call the police or child
said. “It had to be some-  cause they can’t just services.”

one who knew my chil- freely go to the store, go Spitz said he and his
dren. We spent months out to dinner, have wife recently went on
back and forth dissect- guests over or hire a their first date together
ing every word of how babysitter because of since the children were
and what they should be.  their children’s special born. Obviously, Spitz is
This is the first for mu- needs. excited to be back play-
sic at our level to pre- “Brendan and Jayden, ing music again.

sent to the world a song.  and children on the spec- “We're playing almost
It’s not a pop song, soit’s  trum have certain pat- every song off the Red
not going to get played terns that can’t be bro- Lamb album and we’re
on the radio, but it's met- ken. Our home is an playing about six An-

al style. If you like the infiltration into exactly thrax songs per night.
music, or you don’t like how they have every- You get to hear all the

the music ... I'm going to

thing set each day. In a

speak the truth.” way, you can say that
Anyone who’s a par- we’re held prisoner. We
ent knows how difficult can’t just simply take

it is raising so-called
“normal” children, but
most people don’t even
have a clue about the
unexplainable struggles
of raising autistic chil-
dren. The Spitz’s by no
means live the rock star

our kids to Target or the
grocery store as you
would with children not
on the spectrum,” he
said.

“Those parents will
say, ‘Our kids have tem-
per-tantrums and melt-

leads note for note. I
restudied what I origi-
nally wrote and it’s clos-
er than ever and there’s
a lot more emotion as
well,” he said.

The Spitzes are used
to being under the mi-
croscope and they don’t
mind giving advice to
parents who aren’t sure
if their children are on

the spectrum or not. As

Spitz states in the afore-
mentioned song “Puzzle
Box,” early intervention
is the key.

“That’s what the
‘awareness’ factor of this
is,” Spitz said. “It’s the
same thing that kind of
happened to us. When
your children start to
unlearn what they al-

Spitz’ two
sons, who are
identical
twins, both
suffer from
autism. SPECIAL
TO THE REGISTER

ready know and start to
regress, that should turn
something on as a parent
that something is wrong.
You need to get your
‘child some form of help.

“That early intervention
is all I'm trying to get
across here. That’s what
awareness is and that’s
what I’m trying to do
with my music.”
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