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Ambassador Kenneth Quinn — President, the World Food Prize Foundation

I thought hard about how to introduce Bill Gates, and this is also about Norm Borlaug all week. So I want to
tell you about how much Norm Borlaug wanted to be here today.

I had received a note from Bill Gates saying he was coming. 1 called Norm right away and told him. And
Norm was weak, as Bill and Jeanie could attest, and his voice was weak over the phone. And when 1 told him
thar, he suddenly said, “I have to be there. I have to be there.” But, of course, he couldn’t be here today.

But Mr. Gates in his note wrote that he was inspired by Dr. Borlaug’s impassioned commitment to end
hunger and poverty. And I remember Josette Sheeran and Bob Zoellick telling me how in Davos, Bill Gates
at an event stood up and just started talking about Dr. Borlaug in that same way. So I think I have a good
understanding of how much Dr. Borlaug meant to Bill Gares.

But I'm not sure Bill Gates knows how much Norm meant to him. Because when Norm came here to give
what I think will be seen as his valedictory speech, “My 60 Years of Fighting Hunger,” he was becoming
despondent and discouraged that there wasn’t the research, there wasn’t the money, there wasn’t going to be
the support needed to continue his work. And then rust disease came back, and it looked even more bleak.

And then — and then Bill and Melinda Gates stepped forward and stepped into the breach and created AGRA
and started funding projects and started bringing the focus and started generating the interest that now has
these issues ar the rop of our agenda. And I think the happiest moment of the last year of Norm’s life was
when he went to Mexico for the conference with the group that the Gates Foundation is funding to deal with
rust discase, his old nemesis that is coming back.

And so in introducing Bill Gates, 1 want to say how much you meant to Norm and how much you let him
leave us with the thoughr that it wasn’t going to be lost: that there was hope for the future and that we could
once again prevail. And you have inspired us, Mr. Gartes, with your impassioned commitment to end hunger
and poverty. Please join me in welcoming Bill Gates.

Bill Gates — Co-Chair, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Thank you very much, Ambassador Quinn, for that very generous introduction, and thank you all for the
honor of speaking to this distinguished audience.

Like all of you, when I made plans to attend this symposium, I’d hoped to be able to see Dr. Borlaug. His
passing is certainly cause for sadness, but his life should make us optimistic. In the middle of the 20th
century, experts predicted famine and starvation. But they turned out to be wrong, because they did not
predict Norman Borlaug. He not only showed humanity how to get more food from the earth; he proved that
farming has the power to lift up the lives of the poor. It’s a lesson the world is thankfully relearning today.

I want to congratulate Dr. Ejeta for his discoveries in drought- and pest-tolerant sorghum that earned him
this year’s prize. I'd also like to acknowledge Gordon Conway, whose book, The Daubly Green Revolution, first
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got me enthused about agricultural work. And I’d like to recognize the researchers, policymakers, and activists
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Africa. And so this holistic approach is what is really necessary: an integrated approach to the problem, as vou
indicated, bringing people together. And that’s why I am advocating the fact that you have, in the person of
Kofi Annan, the most respectable African in the program. You can knock on anybody’s door and get
attention from Africa leaders.

And I pledge the name, vour name and your family name, working both on the fronts in Africa as well as in
the developed world where people who are making commitments, similar commitments, to the cause of the
poor can come together, begin to make this, as many are now beginning to say, to make this a country-led
program and activity. And I pledge that you would be a willing participant in that dialogue.

Bill Gates

Absolutely, and that’s the great thing about the leadership at AGRA and having Kofi involved. They’re there
in Africa, they know the leaders; and so as things are being done well, they can make sure the right praise and
reinforcement is there. If things like the agricultural budgets are, they’re still, you know, pretty disappointing;
if that’s not happening, they can in a very constructive way — often in a subtle, appropriate way — push for
those things to be done well. So it’s our voice in particular, but then we get the leverage as we’ve been able to
back great people and show them what can be done.

And, you know, for us to come to agriculture was really a progression of things. We first started on
population issues, and that got us into health, and then when we got into health, we were learning about
nutrition and some of those challenges. And I read the Gordon Conway book, and we let some people come
in and tell us the story — you know, the Dr. Borlaug story, first and foremost, but many others as well. And
that’s what this said to us — it really has that same paradigm, that if you have good governance, if you take a
long-term approach, science is a piece of it, but you can have this very dramatic impact.

And so that’s why I think it’s great to be here with this group, making the commitment to work with those
national programs that you’ve asked for.

Gebisa Ejeta

One of the weakest institutions in Africa is the private sector. And one of my hopes is that we would make
this assertion, that public-private partnership is important. | think there is gradual recognition of that
happening. While someone like Kofi Annan can really with confidence affirm the value of public institutions
and the commitment of government to development, my hope is you have the credibility to speak about the
power of the private sector in terms of catalyzing that kind of activity in Africa as well.

Bill Gates

Yeah, the role of the private sector. If the private sector is unleashed, it can do amazing things. And so a lot
of these government policies have to do with deciding what the government needs to do to enable that to
happen. It’s both the local private sector, and then it’s other private sectors actors coming into Africa, making
investments as well. I do think we’re starting to see the beginnings of that with a lot of the responsible
companies.

Kenneth Quinn

I want to be clear; Bill Gates can speak as long as he wants at the Borlaug Dialogue, but I promised him, and
he asked me to promise him, that we would stay on time, because he’s got a strong schedule to follow.

So this is the Borlaug Dialogue, and this has been a fantastic dialogue. Thank you both very, very, very much.
If you wouldn’t mind staying for one second.

Bill Gates

Okay, all right.
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Kenneth Quinn

Dr. Borlaug, in addition to having a dream of bringing the Green Revolution to Africa, had another dream
that the World Food Prize could come to be seen as the Nobel Prize for food and agriculture and our events
could be the most significant observance of UN World Food Day, which is tomorrow. And I think there has
been no event that has done more to make that possible, Mr. Gates, than your coming here today to be with
us and delivering this speech.

So I tried to think of, how could I say thank you? And when we were speaking, Mr. Gates told me he had
never met Dr. Borlaug, 1 was with Norm three days before he died, and we talked about you. And I asked
Norm — because I didn’t realize that the two of you hadn’t met — I asked Norm if he had ever given you one
of his replicas of his Congressional Gold Medal that he received in 2007. And he said, “He should have one.
He should have one.” So I promised him that I would bring this. Now, we have a number of the replicas of
this, but in here is the replica that he gave me, and it was in his hand, and I think you should have that,
because you are doing more to fulfill his dream than anybody I know. So to say thank you, and to feel that
you've touched Norm in a way...

Bill Gates
It’s fantastic. Thank you.
Kenneth Quinn

And he autographed, personally autographed a couple of copies of his book, the Leon Hesser book, when it
came out, and I've kept these in my office. His name is in here as he wrote it. I want you to take that away.

Bill Gates

Wow.

Kenneth Quinn

Saying thank you; thank you so much for being here.
Bill Gates

Thanks again.
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