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Local Catholics meet Pope Francis

Ambassador Quinn, wife share World Food Prize
mission with pontiff

By Reed Flood
Staff Writer

Former U.S. Ambas-
sador Kenneth Quinn, president
of the World Food Prize (WFP),
hopes Iowa’s legacy in agricul-
ture will save another 1 billion
lives and attract Pope Francis to
visit Des Moines in October.

During a surprise vis-
it with the Holy Father this past
May, Ambassador Quinn asked
Pope Francis if he would stop by
Towa during his visit to America
in three months. The pope smiled
and replied “Iowa! It’s so far
away.”

Quinn hopes Towa’s leg-
acy in farming and agriculture
will put Des Moines on the pope’s
radar.

Just last year, the WFP
in Des Moines hosted more than
1,200 people from 56 countries
to discuss solutions to end world
hunger. During the conference,
scientists brought up some fright-
ening statistics that would attract
even the pope’s attention.

“There are about 1 bil-
lion people in the world who are
insecure in food” reported Quinn.
“There’s going to be another 2
billion in the next couple years
who will live in food insecurity.”

He wams climate
change will only make this prob-
lem worse.

Fortunately, the pope
is not alone in the fight against
world hunger. Quinn follows in

the footsteps of a man credited to
saving more lives than any other
person in history.

Dr. Norman Borlaug,
Iowa native and the original
founder of the WFP, believed
biotechnology could increase
food supply. Through his work
in advancing agriculture, Borlaug
saved close to 1 billion lives.

Ambassador Quinn re-
veals how witnessing miracles,
like those performed by Borlaug,
can recruit people in the fight
against world hunger. When he
started his career, the former am-
bassador wanted nothing to do
with starving people.

In his early 20s, Ambas-
sador Quinn became a diplomat
so he could “attend fancy parties
in chandelier ballrooms.” He was
stirred from his dreams of luxury
when the war broke out in Viet-
nam. He was sent to Vietnam with
the task of advising small rural
villages.

It was in these villages
where Quinn had a revelation.

He observed how the
combination of genetically mod-
ified “miracle-rice” and improved
roads lifted the Vietnamese out of
poverty. As he watched the agri-
cultural innovations save thou-
sands of lives, Quinn vowed to
dedicate his life to end hunger.

“I became a foot-soldier
in the green revolution,” he said.

Ambassador Quinn saw
tremendous success throughout
his career.

“From 1965 to 2005, we
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World Food Prize President Dr. Kenneth Quinn and his wife, Le Son, had an opportunity to
visit with Pope Francis and Cardinal Turkson during a recent visit to Rome. Former U.S.
Ambassador Quinn hopes Pope Francis considers coming to lowa someday.

saw the single greatest period of
food production and hunger re-
duction in human existence,” he
said.

After he retired from his
work overseas, he joined the WFP
in Des Moines where he and his
staff now focus on the future of
Borlaug’s legacy.

Catherine Swoboda, di-
rector of Iowa and Midwest Ed-
ucation Programs for the WFP
Foundation, believes the legacy
of saving lives starts with Iowa’s
youth.

“We do a tremendous
amount of work to engage young
people,” she said. Swoboda be-
came involved with the WFP at
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tin Amos, Sioux City Bishop
R. Walker Nickless and Bishop
Pates.

The US Supreme Court’s
ruling on marriage saddens us. To
make something legal does not
mean that it is true or good. Take,
for example, the ruling that legal-
ized abortion.

Notwithstanding  this
ruling, we will continue to lead
people to live under the Gospel,
which requires us to be humble
and loving to all others, regard-

less.

The Gospel also com-
pels us to defend and share with
others Jesus’ teaching on mar-
riage, which re-asserted the origi-
nal plan of creation, and which no
one can rend asunder:

One man and one wom-
an who freely give themselves
to each other in a permanent and
exclusive partnership, to be help-
mates for each other, and to be
open to conceiving and bringing
up children.

We believe that this un-
derstanding of marriage does no
harm; on the contrary, it serves
the common good of society, as
well as the good of family life,
and of children.

We still expect that true
religious liberty, enshrined in our
Constitution, and won at such a
dear price, will be honored, al-
lowing us to be guided by a faith-
formed conscience in our teach-
ing and practice.
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age 16 while attending East High
School.

“I remember as a teenag-
er looking at the WEP laureates.
They had made contributions that
uplifted millions out of starvation
and suffering,” she said. “I want-
ed to be a part of that.”

Her story isn’t unique.
Every year, the WFP offers in-
ternships to students who want
to join the effort in ending world
hunger.

“That’s the legacy of
Norman Borlaug and that’s the
legacy of our state,” she said.

Chicago trading firm.

Former Des Moines couple
greet Pope Francis

St. Augustin School and Dowling Catholic High School
alumni Allison Harvey Smith and Colton Smith had an op-
portunity to visit Pope Francis during their honeymoon
this past spring. Before they married at St. Augustin
Church in Des Moines, Colton Smith had requested tick-
ets to the weekly audience with the pope for newlyweds.
Allison Harvey Smith is the youth minister at Church of
St. Mary in Lake Forest, lllinois. Colton Smith works for a
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Find out what’s going on in the
Diocese of Des Moines
every Friday at 10 a.m.

Tune in to
“In the Heartland
with Bishop Pates”

on lowa Catholic Radio
1150 AM /7 88.5 FM / 94.5 FM

Or stream it live at
www.iowacatholicradio.com




