Ladies and Gentlemen:

First of all, I would lile to extend to vou mv very hest orectines and
thank you for eivine me this precious onNPOrtunity to exnress mv eratitude
toward the USA, Towa and all of voul,

I'am prateful to the USA where such human love and Findness js shown., |
am erateful to the.State of Towa where T am welcome with onen arms and
with such tenderness.

I am prateful to Governor Ray, Mr. Fen Miinn, Ms, Colleen Shearer, Mr. Marvin
Weidner and the TRSC and Mr. and Mrs. Joe Miklus (mv sponsors) for piving
me this chance to be resettled in Towa,

I am erateful to the state of Tova vhere T have renewed hone,
[ fled from mv native land ten thousand miles awav - wearv and hearthrolien,

Phvsically, T am better off, but T still have mv Familv hack in Viet Nanm,

so my emotional life is verv hard for me.  There is an emotiopal main of loss,
I lost my home, which means the familiarity of dailv 1ife, T Jost my
occupation which means the confidence that T am of some nse in the world,

I lost mv lanpuase which means the naturalness of reactions, the simmlicity
of pestures, and the unaffected expression of feelinps, T let mv relatives
and my best friends have bheen killed and that means the rurture of mv

private life,

But T think that there is no human being who does not know the snrecial pain

of losing somethine or someone. Some endure this pain better than others and
their resiliency returns auickly. Others never ouite recover from the loss

and the emptiness that poes alone with it. Far me, manv feelines are evoked

by the loss of these thines, T feel sad, relieved, bitter, thankful and miilty,
The feelines I am left with are <o cammlex that often T hepin to foreet the
loss and work instead to sort out the feelines,

I always know somethine else is rresent - another sentiment, another action,
a part of me that has heen twisted by Toss and now forms that specinl nain.,
I feel, that somethine in me has heen taken awav by mv emotions,

So you begin to understand whv a sadness colors the outlook of manv refuoees
even as thev speak enthusiastically of their hores and dreams in their new
adopted countrv,

I am here without hope of returnine to my homeland, but T am here in Towa and
find here a place to prow. 1 will now consider the 1SA as mv second fatherland
hecause T have been rehom right here and T pledee mvself to do mv utmost for
the rood of the HSA, Towa and their peonle and tn share mv Imavledee and sbills
with the communitv. ‘
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I will start mv life over here with mv vorv best efforts, T 'nev
that I will have to face manv difficultics and new challences ut T
do believe. that with vour suprort and God's heln that T can overcome
any obstacles.

When the Viet Nnmjg;dod in Anril, 1975, the first excesses of the commmists
were excused as an understandable outhurst of aneer and rare.  Thev set

up manv re-education centers, which were harharons concentration camns,

They abused the ordinarv neonle - strinning them of all thev nossessed,
condemning the professional class, abolishing the marlets and carrving out
everything with hiech-handed nolicv.  The peonle vere not allowed to sav
anythine in their defense but had to. okev md vorl” lonp and hord with verv
little to eat. All freedem was taken awav ad m peonle had to ask
permission to do the smallest thines cven somethine as small as huvine
nen.

The cormunists are very clever, thev first made it their eoal te sever cverv-
one from members of his own familv and neirhborhead,  Fvervone had to

work long and hard and if an assienment was not fipished in the dav,

the people had to work at night. They divided hv ten houses in a zene and
were repressed bv a policeman. They used the children as spies in the
family, so thev could check every activity. Jvervene in the familv susnected
each other and thev dared not ta do anvthine and of corurse thev had ta

keep quiet because each one in the familv heloneed to an orpanization,

I bring vou evidence that the cormunists have heen hrutal in their treatment
of mv people. Thines in Viet Nam have never teen as had as thev are now,
Current rerression is far worse than it was., There is nothine to ecat---
cevervthineg is verv cxnensive--with two PDones (VN monev) worth iust under
onc dollar.

- a bar of soan 50N
- a2 tube of toothnaste ann
- a nair of trousers 200
- one vard of cloth 100N
- onc kilo of rice 1non
- one kilo of meat 50N
- one tin of condensed milk 10NN
- one ounce of Gold 22,0000

The averape monthlv salary of a worker or an emmlovee is 60-70D while 100 Nones
is considered very, very good,

That is rouphlv the amount of a lunch for two neople in one of the city's
state restaurants, while the hill in a private restaurant is 30-40 nper cent
more,

Six years after the fall of Saigon, and reunification of the countryv the
city still remains its own sclf.

Finallv the pent-up frustrations and desperation of the enslaved neonle

hecame cvident when the Vietnamese reonle took the hoats or walled throupgh
Kampuchea,  Thev braved everv Find of dancor nossihle - from storms to nirates,
from Vietnamese Cormunist police . to Polrot soldiers. Thev risled not onlv



their lives hut those of their heloved, Whole familios eave evervthine
they owned to pay the price of talino a desneratoe chance to obtain freedom,

Lveryone has a rieht to enjov the freedom that God has piven them, Noone
now can pretend that the communists wherever thev are and whatever their
nretenses, are not completely and essentially onposed to freedom and to
God. lnless we support those sufferine in the captive nations, we may
someday share their fate,

I should say that we are ohlired to assist hv our pravers and sunport all
those who are true cantives behind the iron curtain and anv coimtry
controlled by comministic means.

I was imprisoned in the comminist iail for four vears and six menths.

When T was in jail, I tried to 1i11 myvself twice hut T was saved, In

my attempt to escane, T was arrested three times hv the commumist soldiers
and apain T was saved., When T was in Khao T Danp refueece camm, T had

no hope to come to the USA because I had no relatives there, T had

to be in refupee camms in Thailand frem March 25, 1980 until Necember 30, 1080,
I 1ived in a situation that was desnmerate with little food, clothine and
much illness and sufferine of everv kind. T lived in perrctual anxiety
about my beloved familv back in Vietnam under the voke of the communists,

So manv times mv mind was filled with anxietv and T worried mvself sicl
about what might happen next. Fvervthing haunted me dav and nicht and

I thoucht about the uncertainty of the future. DMurine that desperate time

I Ieammed that Iowa had a verv rood refupce nropram so T wrote a letter

to Governor Ray to as) for heln., I received a letter frem Ken Muinn writine
in the Governor's hehalf, Shortly afterward T received smonsorshin from

Joe and Judy Miklus. This rencwed my hope and faith,

I am here and as I think over the past, I realize that it is Ged alone

vho has helped me to survive through so much and 1 believe he has done <o
hecause He wants me to share my 1ife and exreriences with otheors, 1T

believe lie wants me to he the voice of my people who still remain in

liet Nam so that mavhe in seme way T can heln others to ohtain their freedonm.

T have received manv miracles from God and mv 11€e helones to IHm who has
sustained me.

Thanks be to God that T have endured. Yav mv endurance continue until
I am able to accomplish evervthing T risked mv 1ife for,

Cnce apain, T thank vou for vour assistance and T nledee to da evervthine
[ can to help others.

In order to end, T would like to share a moem written hv an apoemmons writer,



Cod is in everv tororrow
therefore, T live for todav,
Certnin of findine at sunrise
muidance and strencth for the dav.
Power for cach roment of wealness
hope for cach moment of pain.
Comfort for everv sorrow

Sunshine and jov after rain.

God is in everv tomorrow,

nlannine for vou and for re.

Iven in the dark will T follaw
trust where my eves cannot see,
Stilled by His prorise of hlessine,
saothed by the touch of [lis hand,
confident in llis nrotection,
knowine mv. 1ife's path is plarned.

God is in everv tomerrow

life with its chanres mav come,

He is behind and before me

while in the distance shines l'ame.
Home where no thourhts of tomorrow
ever can shadow mv hrow,

Home in the presence of .Jesus
through all eternitv now,

Thank you for your attention. Mav the Grace of the lLord .Jesus Christ and
the Love of God be with vou all.

NGUYEN KHAC TAM



