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Farms
at stake
in battle
over
lake

Landowners and officials
await a ruling on a water
project in southern lowa.

SCEOLA, Ia. — If you put
the 2,200-acre reser-
voir proposed west of
Osceola to a public
vote, there’s little
doubt most residents in the re-
gion would give it a thumbs up.

“We need this water now,” said
Osceola Mayor Fred Diehl.

Osceola, a city of about 5,000
residents in Clarke County,
draws its drinking water from
the 320-acre West Lake. Water-
use projections suggest that city
and others in southern Iowa will
need a larger source in the next
20 years.

But to build the new water
source for Osceola and residents
of other cities and counties, the
Clarke County Reservoir Com-
mission would have to acquire or
take about 2,040 acres of private
land from 58 owners — a political
hot potato.

Any day now, Clarke County
District Judge Sherman Phipps is
expected to decide whether the
reservoir commission can create
the lake by using a legal process
called eminent domain to take
farm and timber land from those
who won't sell it willingly. The
estimated cost of the new reser-
voir is $37.6 million, including
$7.75 million for land acquisition.

See LAKE, Page 16A
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of plant scientist will be unveiled this week at US. Capitol
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By Daniel P. Finney | dafinney@dmreg.com

Ken Quinn stood in National Statuary Hall at the
U.S. Capitol.

It was 2007, and Quinn — an Iowa-raised former
U.S. ambassador to Vietnam — was in Washington,
D.C,, with his friend Norman Borlaug, the Cresco na-
gll've who was receiving the Congressional Gold Med-

Every state has two statues in the hall. Iowa’s pair
honored two Civil War-era statesmen. An idea took
root in Quinn’s mind: Why not Norm?

No offense to Samuel Kirkwood and James Harlan,

Iowa's current hall occupants, but Quinn figured such
recognition should go to Borlaug, a man whose hybrid
wheat is credited with saving a billion lives.

“He is one of the great heroes of our time,” Quinn
said. “He should be remembered by every Iowan and
known by every American, like the great presidents,
the statesmen and generals.”

The idea remained dormant until Borlaug died in
2009. Then Quinn, president of the World Food Prize
and the unofficial chief advancement officer for Bor-
laug’s legacy, took on a new title: chairman of the Nor-

See BORLAUG, Page 12A

Norman Borlaug scores wheat plants for rust resistance in 1964 at what is now the Norman E. Borlaug Experiment
Station in the northern Mexican state of Sonora. SPECIAL TO THE REGISTER

TODAY IN IOWA LIFE

BONDURANT
BREADWINNERS

Brian and Mary Lohse of Bondurant needed the money
when Mary hit a $202 million Powerball jackpot. They

TODAY IN BUSINESS

HIGH-TECH WATCH

OVER FARM FIELDS

A trade group for unmanned vehicle systems thinks agri-
- cultural uses will one day make up 80 percent of the
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BORLAUG

Continued from Page 1A

man Borlaug Statue Committee.

The scheduled unveiling of
Borlaug's statue at the U.S. Capi-
tol on Tuesday falls on his 100th
birthday. It’s also the culmina-
tion of nearly five years’ worth
of holdups, stalls and nerve-
wracking moments that threat-
ened to prevent this moment of
honor.

First: State Legislature
presents political hurdles

The march to Iowa’s new stat-
ue began in fall 2009, when Quinn
first started approaching state
lawmakers about switching out
one of Iowa’s current monu-
ments for anewly commissioned
statue of Borlaug.

To replace a monument in Na-
tional Statuary Hall, a state’s
Legislature and governor must
approve a resolution to do so.

Congress created the hall in
1864, and until 2000, states were
forced to stick with the statues
they originally placed there.

Statues have been switched
just five times since the rule
changed. Kansas replaced both
of its statues, opting for aviation
pioneer Amelia Earhart and
Dwight D. Eisenhower, the presi-
dent and World War II general.
Alabama, California and Michi-
gan have each changed one stat-
ue, while Ohio is considering
changing one, too.

In Iowa’s 2010 legislative ses-
sion, prospects looked promis-
ing. Democrats controlled the
three main levers of state gov-
ernment: the Senate, House and
governor’s office. The resolution
passed the Senate, where Mike
Gronstal of Council Bluffs held
sway as majority leader. But
then it stalled in the Towa House.
To this day, Quinn isn’t sure why.

Quinn, 71, pressed on. By hap-
penstance, he was invited to a
dinner party at the home of con-
servative activist Bruce Rastet-
ter, who was hosting the party
for a Tanzanian official Quinn
had met in his work with the
World Food Prize. In attendance
was state Rep. Kraig Paulsen, a
Hiawatha Republican who at the
time was Iowa House minority
leader. y

Quinn bent Paulsen’s ear
about pushing for a Borlaug stat-

ue.

That fall, Republican Terry
Branstad regained the gover-
nor’s office after 12 years in the
private sector. Republicans also
won majority control of the Iowa
House, and Paulsen became
House speaker. Democrats re-
tained a slim majority in the Sen-
ate.

That meant divided govern-
ment, usually a formula for grid-
lock.

But Branstad let leaders of
both chambers know he would
sign legislation if it were passed.
And in the 2011 session, divided
government got the job done. On
March 22, the resolution sailed
through the Senate and House,

NORMAN BORLAUG
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Norman Borlaug, the founder of the Green Revolution. sPECIAL TO THE REGISTER

World Food Prize President Ken
Quinn lobbied for years to get a
statue of Borlaug at the U.S. Capitol.
RODNEY WHITE/REGISTER FILE PHOTO

Artist Ben Victor made several design
adjustments, SPECIAL TO THE REGISTER

- committee

with wide bipartisan support.
Branstad signed it the next day.
All members of both parties
in Iowa’s congressional delega-
tion supported the plan as well,
regularly signing letters prais-
ing the project and urging its ap-
proval by U.S. Capitol officials.
“None of this would have ever
happened without the tremen-
dous bipartisan support we re-
ceived from our leaders in Iowa
and in Congress,” Quinn said.
“These are people who have
deep disagreements on so many
issues, but when it came to Nor-
man Borlaug, they all agreed.”

Architect of the Capitol
proves to be taskmaster

The rare achievement of po-
litical accord marked the start-
ing line, not the finish.

Changing a statue at National
Statuary Hall also requires state
officials to work with the Archi-
tect of the Capitol, a federal
agency charged with the upkeep,
beautification and historic pres-
ervation of the Capitol.

A statue switch is a highly de-
tailed process, right down to the
patina — the surface coating of a
bronze statue — or the type of
marble used.

“It’s not something that’s done
lightly,” said Laura R. Condelu-
chi, spokeswoman for the Archi-
tect of the Capitol.

Branstad appointed a seven-
member committee that includ-
ed Quinn to raise funds, commis-
sion the statue and shepherd its
installation. A primary mission:
finding a sculptor. The problem:
Nobody knew how to do that. So
members asked
around. Quinn mentioned the
quest to U.S. Secretary of Agri-
culture Tom Vilsack, the former
Towa governor. Vilsack knew a
possibility: Ben Victor of Aber-
deen, S.D.

The committee reached out to
Victor, who became one of the
64 artists who applied to craft
the Borlaug sculpture. Victor
won the job.

“Tt was a little bit like March
Madness,” Quinn joked. “We
started out with 64 and kept
shrinking it down until we had a
winner.”

The depth of Victor’s interest
in Borlaug impressed the com-
mittee. In preparing his applica-
tion, Victor read about Borlaug
and was astonished by how many
lives he'd saved with his modi-
fied wheat. To more realistically
represent Borlaug, the artist
stood in fields of wheat to get the
feel of how wind blew clothes
and the plants.

“As an artist, it’s neat that I
get to create sculptures that peo-
ple like to look at, but how can
you do that for something deep-
er, for something that’s more im-
portant in the larger field of
things,” Victor said. “It’s inspir-
ing when you get somebody like
Norman Borlaug. All the light
bulbs go off, and you start think-
ing, ‘Wow, this is really impor-
tant for us to memorialize.’”

Continued on next page
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TUESDAY'S EVENTS

Several events are planned in conjunction with
the unveiling of the statue at the U.S. Capitol at
10 a.m. Tuesday. The ceremony will be webcast
at speaker.gov/live.

IN DES MOINES -

The World Food Prize will host a day of special
events at its Hall of Laureates, 100 Locust St. in
Des Moines. Events include a live webcast of the
ceremony, meal packaging, cultural dances,
artist talks and access to the educational exhib-
its, and Howard G. Buffett's international pho-
tography exhibit on hunger. Find details at
www.worldfoodprize.org/visit.

The lowa Historical Museum, 600 E. Locust St.

BORLAUG
COVERAGE

This is the first of four days
of coverage about Tuesday’s
dedication of a statue of
Norman Borlaug at National
Statuary Hall at the U.S.
Capitol.

Monday: Meet the sculptor
who crafted Borlaug’s statue.

MORE ONLINE

» See a video following Ken
Quinn through the World
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JAMES HARLAN, 1820-1899

The statue bumped out of National Statuary Hall by Norman
Borlaug’s monument is of former U.S. Sen. James Harlan.

Harlan served as a senator from lowa from 1855 to 1865 and
again from 1867 to 1873. He pushed for legislation to expand
railroads, settle the West and create land-grant schools of higher
learning such as lowa State University.

Harlan also served as U.S. secretary of the interior under
President Andrew Johnson, but resigned over policy disagreements.

Harlan was president of what is now known as lowa Wesleyan
College in Mount Pleasant.

Harlan's statue will return to lowa for the first time since it was
given to the National Statuary Hall Collection in 1910. It will be
placed at lowa Wesleyan.

Ceremonies will be announced in coming weeks, a school
snokeswoman said.
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uebegan in fall 2009, when Quinn
first started approaching state
lawmakers about switching out
one of Iowa’s current monu-
ments for anewly commissioned
statue of Borlaug.

To replace a monument in Na-
tional Statuary Hall, a state’s
Legislature and governor must
approve a resolution to do so.

Congress created the hall in
1864, and until 2000, states were
forced to stick with the statues
they originally placed there.

Statues have been switched
just five times since the rule
changed. Kansas replaced both
of its statues, opting for aviation
pioneer Amelia Earhart and
Dwight D. Eisenhower, the presi-
dent and World War II general.
Alabama, California and Michi-
gan have each changed one stat-
ue, while Ohio is considering
changing one, too.

In Iowa’s 2010 legislative ses-
sion, prospects looked promis-
ing. Democrats controlled the
three main levers of state gov-
ernment: the Senate, House and
governor's office. The resolution
passed the Senate, where Mike
Gronstal of Council Bluffs held
sway as majority leader. But
then it stalled in the Iowa House.
To this day, Quinn isn’t sure why.

Quinn, 71, pressed on. By hap-
penstance, he was invited to a
dinner party at the home of con-
servative activist Bruce Rastet-
ter, who was hosting the party
for a Tanzanian official Quinn
had met in his work with the
World Food Prize. In attendance
was state Rep. Kraig Paulsen, a
Hiawatha Republican who at the
time was lowa House minority
leader. :

Quinn bent Paulsen’s ear
about pushing for a Borlaug stat-

ue.

That fall, Republican Terry
Branstad regained the gover-
nor’s office after 12 years in the
private sector. Republicans also
won majority control of the Iowa
House, and Paulsen became
House speaker. Democrats re-
tained a slim majority in the Sen-
ate.

That meant divided govern-
ment, usually a formula for grid-
lock.

But Branstad let leaders of
both chambers know he would
sign legislation if it were passed.

World Food Prize Preside Ken

= L

Norman Borlaug, the founder of the Green Revolution. SPECIAL TO THE REGISTER

The rare achievement of po-
litical accord marked the start-
ing line, not the finish.

Changing a statue at National
Statuary Hall also requires state
officials to work with the Archi-
tect of the Capitol, a federal
agency charged with the upkeep,
beautification and historic pres-
ervation of the Capitol.

A statue switch is a highly de-
tailed process, right down to the
patina — the surface coating of a
bronze statue — or the type of
marble used.

“Tt’s not something that’s done
lightly,” said Laura R. Condelu-
chi, spokeswoman for the Archi-
tect of the Capitol.

Branstad appointed a seven-
member committee that includ-
ed Quinn to raise funds, commis-
sion the statue and shepherd its
installation. A primary mission:
finding a sculptor. The problem:
Nobody knew how to do that. So

- committee members asked

around. Quinn mentioned the
quest to U.S. Secretary of Agri-
culture Tom Vilsack, the former
Towa governor. Vilsack knew a
possibility: Ben Victor of Aber-
deen, S.D.

The committee reached out to
Victor, who became one of the
64 artists who applied to craft
the Borlaug sculpture. Victor
won the job.

“It was a little bit like March
Madness,” Quinn joked. “We
started out with 64 and kept
shrinking it down until we had a
winner.”

The depth of Victor’s interest
in Borlaug impressed the com-
mittee, In preparing his applica-
tion, \{ictor-read about Borlaug
and was astonished by how many
lives he’d saved with his modi-
fied wheat. To more realistically
represent Borlaug, the artist
stood in fields of wheat to get the
feel of how wind blew clothes
and the plants.

“As an artist, it'’s neat that I
get to create sculptures that peo-
ple like to look at, but how can
you do that for something deep-
er, for something that’s more im-
portant in the larger field of
things,” Victor said. “It’s inspir-
ing when you get somebody like
Norman Borlaug. All the light
bulbs go off, and you start think-
ing, ‘Wow, this is really impor-
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And in the 2011 session, divided ! tant for us to memorialize.””
government got the job done. On Quinn lobbied for years to geta ? o i ”
March 22, the resolution sailed statue of Borlaug at the U.S. Capitol. Artist Ben Victor made several design
through the Senate and House, RODNEY WHITE/REGISTER FILE PHOTO adjustments. SPECIAL TO THE REGISTER Continued on next page
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C OVERAG E The statue bumped out of National Statuary Hall by Norman several events are planned in conjunction with

This is the first of four days
of coverage about Tuesday’s
dedication of a statue of
Norman Borlaug at National
Statuary Hall at the U.S.

Capitol.

Monday: Meet the sculptor
who crafted Borlaug’s statue.

Borlaug's monument is of former U.S. Sen. James Harlan.

Harlan served as a senator from lowa from 1855 to 1865 and
again from 1867 to 1873. He pushed for legislation to expand
railroads, settle the West and create land-grant schools of higher
learning such as lowa State University.

Harlan also served as U.S. secretary of the interior under
President Andrew Johnson, but resigned over policy disagreements.

Harlan was president of what is now known as lowa Wesleyan
College in Mount Pleasant.

the unveiling of the statue at the U.S. Capitol at
10 a.m. Tuesday. The ceremony will be webcast
at speaker.gov/live.

IN DES MOINES

The World Food Prize will host a day of special
events at its Hall of Laureates, 100 Locust St. in
Des Moines. Events include a live webcast of the
ceremony, meal packaging, cultural dances,
artist talks and access to the educational exhib-

MORE ONLINE Harlan’s statue will return to lowa for the first time since it was _ e :

given to the National Statuary Hall Collection in 1910. It will be its, and HOWG_TC! G. Buffett's 1n_ternat|on_'\a! pho-
» See a video following Ken placed at lowa Wesleyan. tography exhibit on hunger: Iflnd details at
Quinn through the World Ceremonies will be announced in coming weeks, a school www.worldfoodprize.orghvisit.

Food Prize Hall of Laureates
as he offers 10 reasons why
Borlaug deserves the honor

spokeswoman said.

The lowa Historical Museum, 600 E. Locust St.
in Des Moines, will have a live webcast and host
a special agricultural artwork exhibit and an

of a statue at the U.S. exhibit of antique tractors.
Capitol, with this story at IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
DesMoinesRegister.com. SAMUEL KIRKWOOD, 1813-1894

Quinn says of Borlaug: "He
represents our state’s great
agricultural and
humanitarian heritage.”

» Learn more about the
dedication ceremonies at

Besides Borlaug’s monument, lowa’s other statue in National
Statuary Hall as of Tuesday will be of Samuel Kirkwood, who served
as governor of lowa during the Civil War.

He is perhaps best known for refusing to extradite Barclay
Coppock from lowa to what is now West Virginia.

The USDA, as part of National Ag Day activities,
will host a half-day symposium at its headquar-
ters in Washington, D.C., geared toward the
next generation of agricultural researchers, It
will feature both CEOs and youth involved in
innovative research. The event will be held from

http/borlaug100.org. Coppock accompanied famed abolitionist John Brown's raiding 2:30to 5 p.m. in the USDA Jefferson Auditorium.
party when it attacked the Harpers Ferry armory in 1859, one of the For information on other National Ag Day
key events that led to the Civil War. events around the country, go to www.agday
AB OUT TH E Kirkwood would not recognize Southern authorities’ right to .0rg.
arrest Coppock and take him back to West Virginia for trial and The U.S. Botanic Garden near the U.S. Capitol
RE PO RTER likely execution. Coppock escaped to Canada and was later killed in will hold a talk by artist Benjamin Victor at noon
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lowa and lowans. Contact
him at dafinney@dmreg.com
or 515-284-8144.
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general as-
signment

tells stories of

the line of duty as a Union soldier.

Kirkwood was a strong supporter of President Abraham Lincoln
and joined other northern governors in supporting the
Emancipation Proclamation.

Kirkwood also served as secretary of the interior under President

James Garfield and as a U.S. senator from lowa.

Kirkwood Community College in Cedar Rapids is named in his honor; as is Kirkwood
Elementary School in Coralville, where he ran a mill; and a hotel in downtown Des Moines.

His statue at National Statuary Hall in the U.S. Capitol was given by the state of lowa in 1913.

Monday and lectures about Borlaug at noon and
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, and will have a special wheat
exhibit open for several months, starting in May.

IN MEXICO

The Borlaug Summit on Wheat for Food
Security will be held at CIMMYT in Mexico,
Borlaug’s original research institution, from
Monday through Friday in Ciudad Obregon,
Mexico. Learn more at www.borlaug100.org.









